Seroepidemiology of Anaplasma marginale in white-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus) from Louisiana.
Antibodies to Anaplasma marginale were detected by the indirect fluorescent antibody test (IFA) in six of 331 (2%) serum samples of white-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus) from Louisiana. None of the serum samples were positive using the A. marginale modified rapid card agglutination test. Of the six IFA positive sera retested by the complement fixation test four sera gave anticomplementary and two gave seropositive reactions. The low A. marginale reactor rate in this white-tailed deer population was probably a reflection of the lack of cohabitation between cattle and deer and the fact that the primary arthropod vectors in Louisiana are tabanids. The validity of the indirect fluorescent antibody test for A. marginale antibodies in white-tailed deer should be evaluated.